In the various works which are usually grouped together under the general designation of "Hippocratic" are to be found the earliest opinions upon the subject of ante-natal pathology which the medical literature of Greece has handed down to modern times. (vide Teratologia, vol. i. p. 127), dealt with the Chaldean teratological records, which were doubtless much more ancient than the Grecian.
In the various works which are usually grouped together under the general designation of "Hippocratic" are to be found the earliest opinions upon the subject of ante-natal pathology which the medical literature of Greece has handed down to modern times.1 That there were medical writers in Greece before the time of Hippocrates cannot be doubted, and that the works ascribed to the "Father of Medicine" were immediately followed by those of other physicians, is likewise not to be questioned; but whilst nearly all the pre-and post-Hippocratic writings have been long lost to the world, most of those that were written by the Coan physician and his followers have been almost miraculously preserved. As Littre puts it," Les ecrits hippocratiques demeurent isol^s au milieu des debris de l'antique literature medicale."
It is neither necessary nor desirable that I should give here any space to considerations regarding the history of Hippocrates and of the works which bear his name, for all these matters have been ably dealt with by many authors. I shall, therefore, confine myself to the discussion of the various references in the Hippocratic writings which throw some light upon the views that the early Greek physicians held with regard to congenital diseases and deformities and to heredity. These views may simply be called " Hippocratic"; for while some of them doubtless originated with Hippocrates himself, others were almost certainly contributed either by the writers who preceded him or by those who immediately followed him. It may be taken for granted that they represent the outcome of medical opinion in Greece in the fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries B.C., the " golden age " of that country as regards literature, art, and oratory.
It will be well to look first at the direct references to ante-natal pathology to be found in the Hippocratic writings, and thereafter to consider some matters relating to heredity, which can be gathered from a general survey of the whole series of treatises. There is also a reference to monochorionic twins (which are by modern teratologists regarded as monstrosities) in the treatise Be Superfcetatione, where it is stated that a woman, pregnant with twins, gives birth to them both at the same time, just as she has conceived them; the two infants are in a single chorion.1 But in the work on the Nature of the Infant,2 whilst we are told that twins are the result of a single coitus, we are also informed that each infant has a chorion; so that both kinds of plural gestation (monochorionic and dichorionic) were known to the ancients. In the latter treatise it is stated further that the twins may be male and female, or both males, or both females; the male is formed when the semen is thick and strong.
Abnormalities of the Foetal Annexa. The allusion to the foetal annexa in twin pregnancies naturally leads us to inquire into the Hippocratic views regarding abnormal conditions of" the membranes and cord; but it is not necessary here to refer to the ideas, some of which were erroneous, which then prevailed with respect to the normal structure and functions of these parts.
In the treatise De Octimestri Partu there is, as has been already stated, a reference to coiling of the umbilical cord round the neck of the foetus.
This coiling was indeed regarded as one of the dangers of the eighth month, and the mode of its production even is described. It is said that if the cord be extended along one side of the uterus, and the foetus lie more to the other side than when the culbute is performed, the funis must necessarily form a loop round the neck or chest of the infant. If it remain in this position, it is further stated, the mother will suffer later, and the foetus will either perish or be born with difficulty. 
